Abstract
economic performance, gross domestic product, gross value added, employment, gross fi xed capital Development of regions aimed at their cohesion and improving their economic performance is among basic objectives of the regional policy. Each region should have opportunities to support balanced development corresponding with its potential and specifi c interests. One of the conditions of successful development of the region is the level of economic performance. The level of the economic performance depends on the exploitation rate of economic factors in the selected region (Skokan, 2004) . Considering the fact that soil, work and capital belong to factors infl uencing region economic performance, particularly the rate of soil exploitation, the rate of unemployment and the investment activity level associated with the formation of Gross Fixed Capital creating potential for favourable development of region economic performance in the future, are among factors which infl uence economic performance of the region. (Živělová, Jánský, 2008) .
The economic development refl ecting the quality of living in the region is a result of economic factors utilization. The economic basis of the region can be considered as a system composed of economic subjects and relationships among them and external surroundings. The performance of market forces results in concentration of economic activities in the regions, their development, advantages arisen and creation of new activities.
The objective of this paper is to analyse economic performance of the South Moravian Region in the years [2003] [2004] [2005] [2006] [2007] [2008] [2009] and particularly selected factors infl uencing the development.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The region contribution to the formation of the Gross Domestic Product of the state is considered to be the basic economic indicator of the region performance. The Gross Domestic Product is defi nied as a market value of fi nal goods produced in the particular country in a certain period of time. The products which are fi nal results of the production process are considered to be fi nal goods. The region contribution to the formation of the Gross Domestic Product of the Czech Republic is measured by means of indicators: region contribution to the GDP in the Czech Republic in percentage, region GDP per inhabitant in crowns, region GDP per employee in crowns and region GDP per inhabitant in PPS (Živělová, Jánský, 2007) . The intensity of soil exploitation is rated by means of per hectare yield of selected crops. Attention is paid to the intensity of cattle and pig breeding, too. Employment rate is given by the proportion of working age adults employed to all adults over 15. The rate of economic activity is also evaluated, expressed in the proportion of employed and unemployed adults (working force) to the number of all adults over 15, rate of registered unemployment which expresses the percentage share of unallocated applicants to available working force, further on a number of employed adults and a number of job applicants. The Gross Value Added expresses the sum total of all added values of each sector. The Gross Fixed Capital Formation (GFCF) means restoration and acquisition of both new fi xed tangible and intangible assets having a nature of long-term consumption. Development in a given time period is evaluated by means of indicators: region contribution to the GFCF in the CR in percentage, GFCF per inhabitant in crowns and GFCF per inhabitant in PPS.
Background data necessary for the assessment of mentioned indicators are drawn from the Czech Statistical Offi ce data. Indicators are based on the methodology of statistical analysis used by this Offi ce.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The South Moravian Region is characterized by important economic potential. Due to historical backgrounds, processing industry has a dominating position, the contribution of which to the Gross Added Value is of 21.2 %. Agricultural production is also typical for the South Moravian Region, they are namely specialized fi elds such as market gardening and grape growing, the contribution of which is only of 2.7%. The contribution of building industry is of 8.7%, consumers'goods repairs of 8.7 % and commercial services of 16.2% (Statistická ročenka Jihomoravského kraje 2010, s. 19; South Moravian Region Statistical Yearbook 2010, p. 19) .
Competitive advantage of the South Moravian Region arises from its strategical position in the Central Europe connected to the main European public road system and railway network, from the fact that Brno keeps at diposal an international airport, there is Austria in the vicinity and good transport connection, especially among Brno and other parts of the Republic.
The contribution to the formation of Gross Domestic Product in the Czech Republic is of high value in comparison to other regions, as it follows from data in Table I .
The Gross Domestic Product created in the South Moravian Region kept increasing until 2008 (Fig. 1 The South Moravian Region also shows similar placement and development of evaluated indicators to the GDP formation and the region contribution to the CR GDP, including GDP per inhabitant adjusted according to currency purchasing power parity, which is an indicator important for international comparision and the Region eligibility assessment to draw fi nancial resources from EU structural funds (Fig. 2) .
The value of the Gross Domestic Product is infl uenced, as mentioned above, by exploitation rate of production factors in each region. Per hectare yields of selected crops are refl ected in the soil exploitation rate, since it is one of the basic production factors. The indicator development is obvious from data in Table II .
The South Moravian Region belongs to those with developed agricultural production. Cereals, green maize, silage and rape are grown on the large scale, recently sunfl ower seed acreage has also increased, there is also a rich tradition in friut, vegetable and grape growing. Owing to rather favourable natural conditions the attained yields per hectar are of high quality. However, the year 2003 was the least favourable one for agricultural production, the lowest yields per hectar were shown with all crops, except for the sunfl ower seed having the lowest yield per hectar in 2004. On the contrary, the year 2008 appeared to be very favourable for most of the crops. The positive development of yields per hectar continued in the following year 2009, too. In the South Moravian Region there was an average per hectar yield of cereals of 5.51 t/ha in total, while the average yield in the Czech Republic was of 5.08 tons. The per hectar yield of rape attained 3.14 tons in the South Moravian Region, whereas the CR average was only of 3.01 t/ha. The per hectar yields of other evaluated crops were also above the Czech average, namely potatoes, sunfl ower seed, green maize and silage. The total volume of agricultural production has dropped due to a decreasing number of areas under crop despite favourable development of per hectar yields, rape is an exeption to the rule.
In addition, the situation in animal farming is getting worse with a decrease in both hogs and cattle breeding. The number of cattle per 100 ha of farm land dropped from 21.4 in 2003 to 16.7 in 2009 and the number of hogs dropped from 149.2 to 84.3 pieces per 100 ha of farm land.
Although the South Moravian Region is generally considered to be agriculture oriented by tradition, the contribution of agricultural production to the gross added value indicating the contribution of individual sectors towards the formation of Gross Domestic Product is constantly decreasing and it currently constitutes only 2.7 %. Another basic production factor -workforce, is characterized in Table III .
The provided information makes it clear that the level of economic activity is slightly decreasing. When compared to the development in the whole of the Czech Republic, where the value ranged from 59.2 to 58.8 %, the development in the South Moravian Region corresponds, although it is under the average value of the Czech Republic (Fig. 3) . Diff erent fi elds found in the region show diff erent productivity of labour. The amount of labour is, to a certain degree, characterized by Gross Added Value, the value of which is infl uenced by appraisements of outputs, inputs and the effi ciency of economic activity. The Gross Added Value indicates, both directly and indirectly, the level of modernization, the effi ciency of technology use and the productivity of labour (Živělová, Jánský, 2007) . The Gross Added Value measurement is the diff erence between the market price of goods and services and the price of inputs bought from other fi elds. It is the diff erence between total goods and services production taken in usual prices and the intermediate consumption in consumer prices. The Development of Gross Value Added produced in the region and the contribution of selected fi elds to its formation is shown in Table V .
Diff erent fi elds contribute to the Gross Added Value to a diff erent degree. The contribution of agriculture to the formation of Gross Added Value is decreasing, which corresponds, as mentioned above, to the overall development in agriculture. It is also related to the decrease in economic subjects which show agriculture, forestry and fi shing as the main activity according to CZ -NACE criteria. In 2009, the number of these subjects nearly halved compared to the previous year 2008 (from 17 541 to 9 728). The number of people employed in agriculture is also decreasing as shown in Table IV .
The share of building industry is growing, including 2009 when it showed a decrease in total production in connection with the overall economic crisis. Companies providing services have a big share, which is, again, in accordance with the overall development. Based on the provided date, the contribution of other activities, which also contribute to the Gross Added Value in the South Moravian Region but were not part of the survey, can be assumed.
The economic performance of a region is also strongly infl uenced by the level of investment activities which contribute to the restoration and expansion of the last basic production factor, i.e. capital in the material form, mainly fi xed capital. The level of investment activities is tracked with the help of these measurements: Gross Fixed Capital in total, the contribution of Gross Fixed Capital of a region to the total Gross Fixed Capital of a state and Gross Fixed Capital per capita of a region (see Table VI ).
In comparison with other regions of the Czech Republic, the investment activity of the South Moravian Region is slightly above the average. Up to 2006, the development of the levels of all the given measurements indicates steady investment activities, which was not typical of all the regions. Despite the partial recovery starting in 2007, it can be assumed investment activities are given little attention.
CONCLUSION
The development of contribution of the South Moravian Region to the Gross Domestic Product of the Czech Republic, assessed with the use of selected measurements indicates that the South Moravian Region is among the most effi cient regions in the Czech Republic. This status is related to its area and population. However, it is also connected to the result of exploitation rate of production factors, which varies in diff erent regions.
In spite of the growth of intensity of land exploitation derived from the growth of yield The economic performance of a region is also strongly infl uenced by the level of investment activities. In comparison with other regions of the Czech Republic, the investment activity of the South Moravian Region is slightly above the average. All the regions nowadays fumble with the negative impacts of the economic crisis. According to the analysis of the economic performance of the South Moravian Region and the analysis of the factors infl uencing this performance, it could be stated, that the development of the South Moravian Region could be evaluated quite positively.
